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M
y c

a
s
e
w

o
rk

e
r, S

am
m

y, 
visits m

e a lot. S
he m

akes
sure I’m

 doing O
K

 at school
and hom

e. S
he explains things

to m
e —

 like how
 m

y birth-
m

om
 is doing and w

here I’m
 going to live. S

he
even takes m

e to doctor visits som
etim

es!

This is m
y th

e
ra

p
is

t, M
rs.

D
onley. (S

om
e people m

ight
call her a counselor.) S

he helps
m

e figure out w
hat I’m

 feeling 
and w

hy Ifeel the w
ay Ido.

S
om

etim
es w

e play gam
es. W

e talk a lot. S
he

understands m
e and listens to w

hat I’m
 saying.

M
y g

u
a
rd

ia
n

 a
d

 lite
m

, Tonya,
is an attorney for kids like m

e.
S

he m
akes sure the judge

know
s I’m

 safe. S
he suggests

things to the judge that she
thinks w

ill help m
e. For exam

ple, she m
ight tell

the judge that Ineed m
ore tim

e w
ith m

y thera-
pist or that the Thom

psons should adopt m
e. 

Idon’t have a C
A

SA
 volunteer,

but m
y friend Tom

m
y does. A

C
A

S
A

is a court-appointed
special advocate. C

A
SA

s are
like guardians ad litem

 (but
they aren’t attorneys). Tom

m
y’s C

A
SA

 spends
tim

e getting to know
 him

 so she can tell the
judge w

hat she thinks is best for Tom
m

y. 

The ju
d

g
e

w
orks in a court-

room
. M

y judge listened care-
fully to m

y Very Im
portant

People before deciding w
hat

w
ould happen w

ith m
y fam

ily. 

A
n interview

 w
ith...

W
hy am

 Igoing to be adopted?
Som

etim
es, w

hen people have children, they aren’t able
to take care of them

 very w
ell or give them

 a safe hom
e.

W
hen this happens, you m

ust m
ove to another hom

e —
 

a safe one —
 w

here you w
ill be safe and can get the love

and attention that you deserve. 

W
ill Isee m

y birthparents again?
It depends on w

hat the court decides. A
 lot of Very

Im
portant People really

care about you. T
hey w

ant you 
to be a safe and happy kid. Som

etim
es, that m

eans you
w

on’t see your birthparents after you’re adopted. 
T

hat’s w
hat happened to m

e —
 I

can’t see m
y birth-

m
om

 anym
ore. B

ut I
know

 she loves m
e and thinks m

y
new

 parents (the T
hom

psons)
w

ill take good care of m
e. 

W
ill Ilike being adopted?

W
ell, I

can’t answ
er that for you. B

ut I
can tell you that 

I really
love m

y new
 parents a lot. 

Som
e things aren’t the sam

e as w
hen I

lived w
ith 

m
y m

om
. B

ut som
e things are a lot better.

M
y new

 m
om

 is really nice. A
t first, she didn’t know

w
hat I

liked to eat, but I
told her. N

ow
 she m

akes m
y

favorites all the tim
e. W

e do fun things as a fam
ily, and

som
eone alw

ays tucks m
e in at night. 

M
y parents don’t look the sam

e as m
e, but that’s 

O
K

. Som
etim

es parents look different than their kids.
W

hat’s im
portant is w

hether they give you a safe hom
e

and a lot of love and attention.
E

ven though I m
iss m

y birthm
om

 som
etim

es, I’m
glad I

w
as adopted. I’m

 happy that I
don’t have to be in

foster care anym
ore. T

he best part is that m
y new

 m
om

and dad love m
e a lot. A

nd I
love them

, too! 

W
hat is adoption?

A
doption is som

ething that happens w
hen you can’t live

w
ith your birthparents anym

ore. Instead, you becom
e 

“eligible for adoption.”
T

his m
eans that you are w

aiting
for a new

 fam
ily. 

It m
ight take a long tim

e before the fam
ily that’s 

right for you com
es along. B

ut it can be w
orth the long

w
ait. O

nce a fam
ily says they w

ant to adopt you, they
m

ust talk w
ith som

e Very Im
portant People and explain

w
hy they w

ould be good parents.
You’ll m

eet w
ith the fam

ily several tim
es —

 and
m

aybe live w
ith them

 for a w
hile —

 to see if you like
spending tim

e w
ith them

. F
inally, you’ll go to a place

called “court”
w

ith your new
 fam

ily. A
 judge w

ill ask 
som

e questions and then say that you’re adopted. 
W

hen you’re adopted, that m
eans you are part of 

your new
 fam

ily forever. T
hey’ll alw

ays be there for you,
just like you’ll alw

ays be
in their lives. 
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AA
bboouutt  tthhee  RRoobbbbiiee  RRaabbbbiitt

TTMM
sseerriieess

The R
obbie R

abbit
TM

stories and their supple-
m

ental m
aterials are designed specifically for

adoptive parents, foster parents and/or case-
w

orkers w
ho w

ant to:

• H
elp a foster child and/or an adoption-

eligible child adjust better to tough 
changes in life

•
Prom

ote com
m

unication betw
een the 

child and the im
portant people in his life 

• G
ain insight into a child's feelings and 

interpretation of the w
orld around him

 

ww
ww

ww
..rroobbbbiieetthheerraabbbbiitt..ccoomm

G
ood question. 

Let’s ask Robbie!

TTaallkkiinngg  ww
iitthh  aa  cchhiilldd  aabboouutt  aaddooppttiioonn??

You m
ay be interested in R

O
B

B
IE’S

T
R

A
IL

TH
R

O
U

G
H

A
D

O
P

TIO
N, part of the R

obbie R
abbit

™

series —
 an educational, dialogue-opening

series for kids in out-of-hom
e care. 

R
O

B
B

IE ’S
T

R
A

IL

TH
R

O
U

G
H

A
D

O
P

TIO
N

is a 
com

pelling story w
ith related activities conve-

niently located in the back of the book. The
adult guide is a requisite com

panion piece w
ith

instructions, talking points, tips and answ
ers

(w
hen applicable). 
To learn

m
ore about these publications,

go
to w

w
w

.ro
b

b
ie

th
e

ra
b

b
it.c

o
m

.
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W
hat is

A
doption?


